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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend claims 1 and 3 and add new claims 9 - 14 as follows: 
Claim 1 (Currently amended): An image reader having a conveying part that conveys an 
original, and first and second reading parts that read the original conveyed by the conveying part, 
in which if the same image has been read by the first and second reading parts, a density value of 



\ a read image obtained from the first reading part is higher than a density value of a read image to 



be obtained from the second reading part, comprising: 

a noise detection part that judges, if a difference between density values of the same area 
on the original read by the first and second reading parts, respectively, exceeds a predetermined 
threshold, that a streaks-shaped noise is contained in the read image obtained by the first reading 
part; and 

a noise removal part that generates, if the noise detection part judges that the streaks- 
shaped noise is not contained in the read image obtained by the first reading part, an output 
image using the read image obtained by the first reading part, and that generates, if the noise 
detection part judges that [[that]] the streaks-shaped noise is contained in the read image 
obtained by the first reading part, the output image using the read image obtained by the second 
reading part. 

Claim 2 (original): An image reader having a conveying part that conveys an original, 
and first and second reading parts that read the original conveyed by the conveying part, in 
which if the same image has been read by the first and second reading parts, a density value of a 
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read image obtained from the first reading part is higher than a density value of a read image to 
be obtained from the second reading part, comprising: 

a threshold correction part that determines an average density difference between average 
densities of the same area on the original read by the first and second reading parts, respectively, 
and that corrects a predetermined threshold on the basis of the average density difference and 
outputs the corrected threshold; and 

a noise detection part that judges, if a difference between density values of the same area 
on the original read by the first and second reading parts, respectively, exceeds the threshold 
outputted from the threshold correction part, that a streaks-shaped noise is contained in the read 
image obtained by the first reading part. 

Claim 3 (Currently amended): The image reader according to Claim 2, further 
comprising: 

a correction part that corrects the read image obtained by the second reading part on the 
basis of the average density difference determined by the threshold correction part; and 

a noise removal part that generates, if the noise detection part judges that the streaks- 
shaped noise is not contained in the read image obtained by the first reading part, an output 
image using the read image obtained by the first reading part, and that generates, if the noise 
detection part judges that [[that]] the streaks-shaped noise is contained in the read image 
obtained by the first reading part, the output image using the read image obtained by the second 
reading part, which has been subjected to the correction by the correction part. 
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Claim 4 (Original): An image reader, having a conveying part that conveys an original, 
and first and second reading parts that read the original to be conveyed by the conveying part, in 
which if the same image has been read by the first and second reading parts, a density value of a 
read image to be obtained from the first reading part is higher than a density value of a read 
image to be obtained from the second reading part, comprising: 

a correction part that corrects the read image of either the first or second reading part to 
reduce an average density difference between average densities of the same area on the original 
read by the first and second reading parts, respectively; and 

a noise detection part that judges, after the read image obtained by either the first or 
second reading part has been corrected by the correction part, if a difference between density 
values of the same area on the original read by the first and second reading parts, respectively, 
exceeds a predetermined threshold, that a steaks-shaped noise is contained in the read image 
obtained by either the first or second reading part that has a higher density value. 

Claim 5 (Original): The image reader according to Claim 4, further comprising: 
a noise removal part that generates, if the noise detection part judges that the streaks- 
shaped noise is not contained in the read image obtained by the first or second reading part 
having the higher density value, an output image using the read image obtained by the reading 
part having the higher density value, which has been subjected to the correction by the correction 
part, and that generates, if the noise detection part judges that the streaks-shaped noise is 
contained in the read image obtained by the reading part having the higher density value, the 
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output image using the read image obtained by the other reading part having lower density value, 
which has been subjected to the correction by the correction part. 

Claim 6 (Original): An image reading method that reads an image by a first reading part 
from an area on an original conveyed by a conveying part, and then reads the image by a second 
reading part from the same area on the original to generate an output image, in which a density 
value of a read image obtained by the second reading part is lower than a density value of a read 
image obtained by the first reading part, comprising the steps of: 

judging whether a difference between the density values of the read images obtained by 
the first and second reading parts, respectively, exceeds a predetermined threshold; and 

generating, if it is judged that the difference does not exceed the predetermined threshold, 
the output image using the read image obtained by the first reading part, and generating, if it is 
judged that the difference exceeds the predetermined threshold, the output image using the read 
image obtained by the second reading part. 

Claim 7 (Original): An image reading method that reads an image by a first reading part 
from an area on an original conveyed by a conveying part, and then reads the image by a second 
reading part from the same area on the original to generate an output image, in which a density 
value of a read image obtained by the second reading part is lower than a density value of a read 
image obtained by the first reading part, comprising the steps of: 

determining an average density difference between average densities of the same area on 
the original read by the first and second reading parts, respectively: 
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correcting a predetermined threshold and the read image obtained by the second reading 
part on the basis of the average density difference; 

judging whether a difference between the density values of the read images obtained by 
the first and second reading parts, respectively, exceeds the corrected threshold; and 

generating, if it is judged that the difference does not exceed the corrected threshold, the 
output image using the read image obtained by the first reading part, and generating, if it is 
judged that the difference exceeds the corrected threshold, the output image using the read image 
obtained by the second reading part. 

Claim 8 (Original): An image reading method that reads an image by a first reading part 
from an area on an original conveyed by a conveying part, and then reads the image by a second 
reading part from the same area on the original to generate an output image, in which a density 
value of a read image obtained by the second reading part is lower than a density value of a read 
image obtained by the first reading part, comprising the steps of: 

correcting at least one of the read images obtained by the first and second reading parts, 
respectively, to reduce an average density difference between average densities of the same area 
on the original read by the first and second reading parts, respectively; 

judging whether a difference between the density values of the read images, at least one 
of which has been corrected, obtained by the first and second reading parts, respectively, exceeds 
a predetermined threshold; and 

generating, if it is judged that the difference does not exceed the predetermined threshold, 
the output image using the read image obtained by the first reading part, and generating, if it is 
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judged that the difference exceeds the predetermined threshold, the output image using the read 
image obtained by the second reading part. 

Claim 9 (New): The image reader according to Claim 1, wherein the difference between 
density values of the same area on the original read by the first and second reading parts is 
obtained by deducting the density value obtained by the second reading part from the density 
value obtained by the first reading part. 

Claim 10 (New): The image reader according to Claim 2, wherein the difference between 
density values of the same area on the original read by the first and second reading parts is 
obtained by deducting the density value obtained by the second reading part from the density 
value obtained by the first reading part. 

Claim 1 1 (New): The image reading method according to Claim 6, wherein the 
difference between the density values of the read images obtained by the first and second 
reading parts is obtained by deducting the density value obtained by the second reading part from 
the density value obtained by the first reading part. 

Claim 12 (New): The image reading method according to Claim 7, wherein the difference 
between the density values of the read images obtained by the first and second reading parts is 
obtained by deducting the density value obtained by the second reading part from the density 
value obtained by the first reading part. .. — 
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